
An idea was formed over five years and two kids ago to help
connect faculty at the University of Guelph working in the beef
industry. Dr. Katie Wood from OAC, Megan VanSchaik from
OMAFRA, and myself, Dr. Jessica Gordon, knew there was great
work going on at the university but there was no way for all of
us to be connected easily. With the infusion of new beef
faculty members and the new state of the art facility on the
horizon, it was time to connect researchers across the
university that worked in the beef industry. As we developed a
plan for our initiative, it was clear that our goals went well
beyond connecting researchers. We wanted to have a place
where Ontario’s beef industry could come for information,
connection with other resources, and connect with faculty
working in their area of interest. A place where industry
partners could easily see who was working in a certain realm
and connect with them. A brand that could tie all the amazing
work that is being done at the University of Guelph together
and easily show how strong our presence is. Thus through
several iterations, a global pandemic, and life of busy faculty
members, Beef@Guelph was born! We learned several lessons
along the way (spell out the “at” and see how that looks written
as one word) and we continue to develop our resources but
we are excited to share our venture with the world today!

Our vision and mission statement is to increase the profile of
beef research at the University of Guelph and put our research
into action. We will do this by increasing the collaboration
among beef researchers across the university and
connectiveness between researchers and industry
stakeholders. This increase connectivity will increase the
number of beef research projects to support industry
interests. Finally, we will communicate these findings back to
stakeholders via the website, meetings and webinars, and
print materials under the Beef@Guelph brand. This will allow
our research team to remain grounded in the industry needs
and frame our research for unique opportunity that is the beef
industry in Ontario.

Thank you so much for joining us on this ride! We feel
privileged to work with such a dedicated, caring, hard-working
industry and we are excited to develop our place in it.
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Welcome to the inaugural issue of the
Beef@Guelph newsletter Research

Roundup! This newsletter celebrates the
launch of the Beef@Guelph website. With
this newsletter we hope to highlight the

many achievements of our Beef@Guelph
researchers, highlight research findings and

how to implement them on farm, and
inform our readership of new opportunities
in beef research. On behalf of the steering
committee, we are really excited to launch

this new initiative and look forward to
growing our network.

HOW DID BEEF@GUELPH COME TO BE?

DR. JESSICA GORDON
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Tell us about your background?
I am an Animal Scientist with a background in meat science
and muscle biology. Throughout my career I have been
working with beef cattle aiming to understand how the
skeletal muscle growth and metabolism at pre and postnatal
periods affect the animal performance as well as their carcass
and meat quality traits.

What types of research does your program  
 focus on?
My research program focuses on strategies that can be
applied at pre-slaughter that may improve the carcass and
meat quality traits. As such, my research program is
committed to understand the biological mechanisms
underlying the skeletal muscle growth and development, and
mechanisms underlying the conversion of muscle in to meat.

MEET DR. MARCIO DUARTE

Effects of maternal nutrition at late gestation on
early intramuscular fat deposition in the offspring;
funded by BCRC and OMAFRA
Effects of electrolytic solutions administration during
pre-slaughter handling on the conversion of muscle
into meat, and beef quality; funded by Nutron/Cargill
Use of computer vision system to predict carcass
and beef quality traits; funded by OMAFRA

What projects are you currently working on?
I am currently working on several research projects:

What new innovation in the beef industry
are you excited about?
There are a lot of new technologies that have been
adopted by the beef industry in the last few years that
have changed the management of a herd in terms of
nutrition and welfare. The use of these new technologies
can make  life a lot easier for the producers. From all of
the new technologies, the one I am most excited about is
the use of artificial intelligence for decision makings
throughout the industry, from farm-to-fork. I strongly
believe that there is no going back on the use of these
technologies, and I also believe that it will strongly
improve the production efficiency in the beef industry.

What do you like to do for fun?
I do like sports and prepare a great Brazilian barbecue!
Besides that, I do like to go mountain biking and that`s
what I do for fun whenever I get the chance.



Dr. Derek Haley has always had a natural curiosity.
Growing up his family kept beef cattle and many of his
questions started there. He specifically took an
interest in animal behaviour and how we can use that
to gauge the welfare of animals. Currently Haley and
his PhD student Paula Olivares Guzman are looking in
to beef cattle transport. In this research they are
observing cattle that are taking a break during long-
distance transport, and monitoring their resting,
drinking, and eating behaviour. They are finding that
most animals in transport are being given more rest
than the animal transport regulations require.
Previously Haley worked on a benchmarking study for
this in 2014.

This work has been funded by OMAFRA, BCRC and
Alberta Beef Producers.

RESEARCHER FEATURE: 
DR. DEREK HALEY

You can find Beef@Guelph on Twitter and
YouTube @beefguelph. You can also head

over to our website, beefguelph.ca, to access
our growing library of resources from our

researchers or from outside sources with an
Ontario lens on it.

BCRC is currently inviting letters of intent for
proposals focused on projects related to knowledge
and technology transfer (KTT) and production
economics that support the sustainability and
competitiveness of the Canadian beef industry.
Click here to learn more!

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY
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